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Christopher K. Poole
President and Chief Executive Officer
JAMS
555 West 5th St.
32 nd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Re:

Clarification of Rules

Dear Mr. Poole ;

The Daily Journal Corporation put the below term in its freelance agreement:
The Contributor and Company agree that any dispute, claim or controversy arising
13.
out of or relating to this Agreement or the breach, termination, enforcement , interpretation or
validity thereof, including the determination of the scope or applicability of this agreement to

arbitrate , shall be determined by arbitration in Los Angeles before one arbitrator. The arbitration
shall be pursuant to JAMS’ Streamlined Arbitration Rules and Procedures. Judgment on the
Award may be entered in any court having jurisdiction. This clause shall not preclude parties
from seeking provisional remedies in aid of arbitration from a court of appropriate jurisdiction
.

Please clarify the Streamlined Rules by answering the following questions:
1. Is an arbitrator empowered under the Streamlined Rules to issue an
award declaring the rights of the Parties?
.
2 Can JAMS undertake the arbitration so as to be economically feasible
where the monetary value of the declaratory judgment is $595.00? In
particular, I assert that contemporaneously with the signing of a
freelance agreement and before publishing of an article, in an email by
myself to the Daily Journal, which was responded to without objection ,
the Daily Journal agreed to pay $595.00 to ReprintPros for an “ Author
PDF” that I can post to my office’s website. The Daily Journal asserts
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that its legal editor cannot send an electronic copy of the article to post
my office’s website and that I must purchase a reprint from ReprintPros.
My thinking is a proceeding along the lines of a small claims court case where
before a hearing, the parties exchange documents , each side gets five minutes
to present a case to an arbitrator , in the next minute thereafter , the arbitrator
makes a ruling for eleven minutes of arbitrator time (i.e. , less the 0.2 of hour. )
Further that administrative fees be no greater than $35.00 for opening a file ,
calendaring an arbitration date an preparing a written award .

I look forward to your timely reply. Thank you for your courtesy and
cooperation .
Very truly yours

Howard Hoffenberg
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January 31, 2020

Christopher K. Poole
President and Chief Executive Officer
JAMS
555 West 5th St.
32nd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Re:

No Response

Dear Mr. Poole;
This letter confirms that after two weeks, I have not received any response from
you to my correspondence dated January 17, 2020.
Sincerely yours,

Howard Hoffenberg
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